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quite unexpectedly, had a narrow escape from destruction.
He took part in a local dynastic contest between the king and
Cleopatra his sister and 'consort. He took the side of Cleo-
patra, and it must be supposed that he hoped to be rewarded,
not only by the queen's caresses but by a supply of the
indispensable sinews of war. The army and the population
of Alexandria sided with the king and besieged Caesar in the
palace. Reinforcements, hurrying from Asia Minor, arrived
just in time. Next he was obliged to hasten off to Asia Minor,
to settle accounts with Pharnaces, a son of Mithradates, who
was seeking, under cover of the general disorder, to restore
his father's kingdom in the East. Meanwhile the remains of
Pompey's army and the senatorial fleet collected in Africa,
where the ranks were filled up with fresh recruits and detach-
ments of African allies. This imposing force Caesar met, when
at last he led his army to Africa in 47 B. c. Once more his
military genius decided the issue in the battle of Thapsus in
the following year, and the resistance of the Senate was
finally broken. A fresh attempt on the part of Pompey's
sons to form an army in Spain forced Caesar to fight one more
battle against the Pompeians at Munda in 45 B. c., where
the last survivors of the senatorial forces were defeated and
destroyed. Caesar was left alone, without a rival, with a new
Senate chosen by himself and entirely subservient to him,
and with an army admirably trained and absolutely devoted
to their leader.